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Background  
 
A second Training Day for Volunteer Federation Co-ordinators was organised for 3 
October 2018 at Broneirion, Llandinam. Members from Federations in Wales 
attended to report on their progress with the project so far and to gain ideas from 
other Federation Co-ordinators for the next phase of the project.  
 
Summary of the Introduction  
 
Rhian Connick, Head of NFWI Wales, welcomed everyone to the training day and 
thanked all the Federation Co-ordinators for their hard work over the past year. 
Rhian also welcomed the two morning speakers, Tom Jenkins from Forest Research 
Wales and Russell Horsey an Urban Forest Manager. Members were reminded of the 
project partners who sit on the steering committee and the 10 Federation Training 
Days that had taken place to date. Rhian emphasised that exciting things had been 
happening in the WIs – tree survey walks, bark rubbings, collages, badge making and 
more.  
 
The members were then reminded that the data capture sheets were to be returned 
according to the dates required in preparation for the final project report. Rhian then 
introduced the first speaker, Tom Jenkins, who gave the first presentation about Tree 
Diseases and their threats.  
 
Morning Speakers 
 
Tom Jenkins – Forest Research Wales – Tree Diseases  
 
Tom began his presentation by informing the room of the tree diseases which were 
already in Wales and how they couldbe mitigated in the future. He engaged the 
members with a presentation showing photographs and diagrams of where tree 
diseases had come from and why they were here, in Wales. He explained to the 
Federation Co-ordinators how the NFWI-Wales Natural Heritage Project could help 
to detect tree diseases and report them to the appropriate people and what steps WI 
members could take to help. Tom ended his presentation by explaining the ways 
members could minimise the risks of pests and diseases to our trees for the future 
and useful website links for members to use.  
 
Russell Horsey – Urban Forestry Management 
 
Russell introduced himself as an Urban Forest Manager and began to explain what 
an urban forest is. He continued to explain to members the benefits of urban trees to 
cities and towns in Wales. Russell also explained what TPOs and Conservation Area 
Trees were and why they were useful in an urban environment, he also explained to 



members how long they took to finalise and why they were used. Russell included 
photographs of urban trees in his presentation and a case study of Sheffield and how 
the urban trees there were under threat from felling. Russell emphasised to members 
the importance of working with  local communities when planting and measuring 
trees, he suggested ideas that the WI could use to plant trees within the community, 
for example, working with a local community school and school children to plant a 
tree in their grounds. Russell thanked the members and welcomed questions.  
 
Show & Tell of Federation Stories 
 
Each Federation was given 5 minutes to explain the progress of the project within 
their WIs and how many members had been involved. They were also given the 
chance to bring craft items and photographs with them to show other Federations 
what had been happening in their WIs. The three Federations that did not have 
representation atthe Training Day had sent information into the office for records.  
 
Powys Brecknock Federation 
 
Tree Co-ordinators reported that many WI members had been involved through tree 
measuring and monitoring, Libanus WI had been able to monitor a tree that they 
planted in the 1970s as part of the project and they were also hoping to plant another 
tree in the local garden centre. They had contacted  local groups, including  local play 
groups. The Co-ordinators hoped that the future of the project would include more 
craft elements, they hoped to buy small trees to give to the local groups that use their 
local hall, and ask them  to decorate the trees to raise awareness of the project. They 
also explained that they hoped to monitor ancient trees and wildlife through the 
winter by photographing them.  
 
Anglesey Federation 
 
The Tree Co-ordinators explained that 11 WIs were involved in the project. Members 
from Amlwch WI had surveyed trees and would continue to upload the information 
to the online resources. It was also reported that craft elements of the project were 
popular. Some WIs had been writing poems and photographing trees whilst other 
WIs had been looking at trees in the local community church grounds. It was also 
reported that Menai Straits WI were celebrating their 10-year anniversary and would 
planting a tree and making a scrap book to commemorate this. It was also reported 
that one WI would be planting trees and  working alongside their local school.  
 
Carmarthen Federation 
 
Federation Co-ordinators from Carmarthen reported that 20 WIs were involved in 
the project. Co-ordinators had been sending out newsletters to members which 
included updates from the project and information of future events in Carmarthen 
for members to attend. It was also reported that tree inspired craft competitions had 
taken place. It was also reported that 3 guided walks had taken place through August 
to September, which included help from professionals. Federation Co-ordinators 
from Carmarthen and Pembrokeshire agreed that a joint meeting would take place 
and the members would plant a fruiting hedge with the help of local Guides, 
Rainbows and Brownies and also the local school. One WI  planned to plant an oak 
tree, whilst another WI had been taking photographs of their favourite trees. It was 



also reported that other WIs had been surveying trees and had input the data onto 
Treezilla and OPAL. Other WIs  planned to plant trees, including Trapp WI who 
aimed to plant 90 trees to commemorate their 90th birthday and had been working 
with Brecon Carreg. Federation Co-ordinators reported that poems had been written 
and other craft items were being created.  
 
Ceredigion Federation 
 
Federation Co-ordinators, Lynne Lloyd and Anne George reported that all 43 WIs 
had received the NFWI-Wales Project packs and OPAL packs. It was reported that 
the training day in Aberystwyth had been very successful and included a guided walk 
to Plasgrug, an urban tree avenue. It was reported that many WIs had approached 
local schools; Tregaron WI had been in contact with their local school to ask if they 
were able to plant trees which had been lost. Many WIs had been involved in the 
project through measuring trees in their local areas. Federation Co-ordinators 
reported that a woodland that had beenplanted by the WI had been surveyed and 
speakers had been invited to council meetings.  
 
Gwent Federation 
 
Federation Co-ordinator, Jean Stanbury reported that a tree survey day had been 
held at Caldicot Castle and information was recorded on the OPAL booklets. There 
was also an agreement that trees could be planted at the castle at a later date. It was 
also reported that a Tree Meeting Day had been organised for 30 November which 
would include craft elements and tree identification activites. Tree Co-ordinators had 
approached a local school to plant trees and work with the school to have a tree 
survey day.  
 
Glamorgan Federation 
 
It was reported that a Training Day was held and 18 WIs attended and had since 
been involved. Members had written to their local council to ask about the urban 
trees in the areas. 20 Horse chestnut seedling’s had been brought to the Training Day 
which members took home to plant. Some WIs had been involved through 
measuring trees.  
 
Clwyd Denbigh Federation 
 
Federation Co-ordinator Eirian Roberts reported that she had attended the meeting 
to get some ideas from other Federations. She also explained that there would be a 
Tree Meeting on November 6 and two woodland walks in the autum and Spring. It 
was also reported that Ysbyty Ifan WI had adopted and nominated a tree to the 
Woodland Trust and had been shortlisted for the Woodland Trust’s Tree of the Year.  
 
Powys Radnor Federation  
 
Federation Co-ordinator, Liz Watkins reported that 4 WIs had been involved to date 
and that 1 WI had been involved by making badges in a craft session. A training Day 
had been held with professional speakers and there had been plans to contact local 
schools to take part in the project.  
 



 
 
Pembrokeshire Federation  
 
Federation Co-ordinator, Pris Stewart reported that WIs had been writing to the 
councils and information had been included in the newsletters. A Training Day had 
been held with some WIs involved.  
 
Afternoon Speaker 
 
Clare Morgan – The Woodland Trust 
 
After Lunch, Federation Co-ordinators took part in a Tree Planting session which 
was led by Clare Morgan from the Woodland Trust. First, Clare presented the ways in 
which the Woodland Trust can offer help to the Federations through Free Street Tree 
resource packs and Free Tree Community Packs. Clare reminded the Federation Co-
ordinators that they could apply online for free trees to use as part of the project and 
they could also use an online Charter to record ancient trees. An outside session was 
then conducted, and Clare demonstrated tips on tree planting and a Hazel tree was 
planted in the grounds of Broneirion.  
 
Summing up and Discussion  
 
To end the Training Day, the Co-ordinators were reminded by Rhian that the next 
phase of the project was to encourage WIs and members to complete the Data 
Capture Form, continue to monitor trees and apply for trees from the Woodland 
Trust to plant. Rhian welcomed any questions and thanked the speakers and 
members for attending the Training Day. The Co-ordinators expressed their 
positivity to the project and looked forward to the next phase of the project.  


